
 
 

 

Brancepeth Parish Council 

Minutes for the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 17 January 2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 

Brancepeth. 

Present Councillors: H Balshen (Chair), M Coffield (Vice Chair) N Ellis, M Stephenson 

Also present: 

Councillor F Tinsley (Durham County Council) and K Charlton (Clerk) 

001/22  Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Hobbs and G Smellie  

The Parish Council expressed their best wishes to Councillor Smellie who was absent from the 

meeting for health reasons. 

002/22 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

003/22 Minutes  

Matters Arising – with reference to minute no. 169/21 Mr Jackson had not undertaken a risk 

assessment for the erection of the tree, but had assisted in the preparation of an operational 

document based on his practical experience. 

Subject to the above, the ordinary minutes of the meeting held on 25 November 2021 were agreed 

as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

004/22  Appointment of Councillor 

Mr P Davison was duly elected as a Member of the Parish Council. 

005/22 Representations by Residents 

None. 

006/22 Frequency of Meetings 

The Vice Chair proposed that meetings should revert to monthly to be more proactive, save time 

and in order for electors to be aware of when meetings took place.  It was resolved that meetings 

would be held on the following dates: 



 
• 21 February 2022 

• 21 March 2022 

007/22 Recreation Ground 

Field Lease  

 The Vice Chair confirmed that a new lease had been prepared by the Parish Councils 

 legal team at the request of the Landlords legal representatives and emailed to them on 17 

 January 2022. 

Field Gate Signage 

It was noted that no further complaints had been reported and Councillors who lived in 

nearby housing had not observed any professional dog walkers from outside of the parish 

using it.  In the absence of any further complaints, it was suggested that the signage had 

appeared to deter the misuse of the field and the Parish Council resolved not to replace the 

sign. 

Trees 

Members noted costs in Councillor Hobbs report that had been estimated at £400-600 for a 

survey and in excess of £1000 if multiple trees needed maintenance work. 

Members resolved to investigate two trees adjacent to the field wall that could affect the 

stability of the wall. 

Sports Equipment 

Councillor Stephenson had submitted a report prior to the meeting, which included costs for 

the following three types of removable goal posts; 

• Fabrication of steel goals and installation £550  

• Alumninium goals £865  

• Freestanding aluminum goals £595   

The Parish Council resolved to the installation of steel goal posts at a cost of £550. 

008/22 Allotment Lease 

The Vice Chair confirmed that a new lease had been prepared by the Parish Councils legal team at 

the request of the Landlords legal representatives and emailed to them on 17 January 2022. 

009/22 Road Safety/Speed Watch/Signage and other Speed Reducing Measures  

The Parish Council had not yet received updated costs with regards to the report of M McIntosh and 

Councillor Tinsley advised that he would seek an update. 



 
010/22 Neighbourhood Plan  

Councillor Ellis confirmed that Members had an informal meeting with Councillor Tinsley who had 

given some advice on neighbourhood planning from his experience as a County Councillor and 

reminded them of the significance of a Neighbourhood Plan which would shape the village for the 

next 15-20 years.  Members had made a start at collecting data and next steps were to apply for a 

grant and appoint consultants.  Councillor Davison agreed to join the sub-committee. 

It was resolved that the sub-committee apply for locality grant funding and consider consultants. 

011/22 State of the Village 

Litterpicking  

Councillor Stephenson had arranged a litterpick for 13 March 2022. 

Street Signs 

 The Chair had obtained a quote to clean all street furniture at a cost of £300.  Councillor 

 Tinsley advised that he would put in a request to DCC to have the signage cleaned. 

012/22 Installation of a seat on Wolsingham Road 

The Chair advised that the seat was almost ready to be installed. 

013/22 Feedback from Christmas Tree Light Switch on Event  

The Parish Council had received positive feedback on the event but observations were that the lights 

could have been brighter and the battery was insufficient as it needed regularly charging. 

The Chair confirmed that he had received guidance on festival lighting and a quote would be 

obtained for an electrical point to be installed at the lamppost. 

The Chair confirmed that the tree had been generously donated by Garden Vision and the Parish 

Council expressed their gratitude.  The Vice Chair also wanted to place on record her gratitude to the 

Chair for organising the tree and lights. 

014/22 Queens Platinum Jubilee 

The Parish Council resolved to Plant a Tree for the celebration and Councillor Ellis would liaise with 

Brancepeth Community Association and discuss the event. 

015/22 Adoption of a Grant Award Policy  

The Clerk had circulated a draft policy for awarding donations which would ensure that the Parish 

Council received enough information in order to make an informed decision on any requests made. 

The Parish Council resolved to adopt the Grant Award Policy 



 
016/22 Donations 

There had been a request for £3000 from Brancepeth Community Association and the Parish Council 

resolved to request further information on what the donation was for and a copy of the accounts. 

017/22 County Council and other Council Committee Reports 

County Council Update  

Councillor Tinsley provided data with regards to staff absence and redeployment of staff, 

which explained why some Council Officers were unable to be contacted. 

018/22 Financial  

• The following payments were agreed by Members and cheques issued; 

CHQ NO ITEM COST 

1311 

1312 

1313 

1314 

1314 

1315 

1316 

1316 

1317 
 

BCA - DONATION 

CLERKS SALARY - NOVEMBER 

HMRC - PAYE - NOVEMBER 

Clerks Allowance - April-November 

Clerks Expenses - ink 

CASTLE ESTATES (BRANCEPETH) LTD RENT OCT/DEC 

CLERKS SALARY - DECEMBER 

CLERKS ALLOWANCE - DECEMBER 

HMRC - PAYE DECEMBER 
 

3000 

167 

41.8 

240 

19.94 

562.4 

166.08 

30 

41.6 
 

   
 

A bank reconciliation had been circulated and the Clerk advised that the closing balance as at 31 

December 2021 was 17,318.22 and the bank balance was 26,189.68 

with the following;  

uncashed cheques 2018-2021 6,945.58 

uncashed cheques 2021-2022 1924.88 
 

The budget for 2022-23 had been circulated along with expenditure from 2018-22 for comparison.  

The precept had not been increased for a number of years despite an overspend in 2020-21 and 

2021-22. 

The Parish Council resolved that the precept request would need to be £21,225 in order to cover the 

budget for 2022-23. 

  



 
019/22 Planning Applications  

The Parish Council had no comments to make on the following applications;  

• DM/21/03919/FPA – Construction of a timber shed (retrospective) 

• DM/21/04264/FPA – Beech – crown clean to remove dead wood and reduce tree to around 

15-16m  

020/22 Correspondence  

• The Clerk reported that a resident had contacted the Parish Council to report pot holes in 

the road outside of the Village Hall and request road resurfacing.  This was a private road 

and there was uncertainty around the ownership status and responsibility for repairs.  The 

Clerk would enquire with the Land Registry. 

• The Clerk had expressed interest on behalf of the Parish Council to Durham City of Culture 

2025. 

• The Chair advised that Brancepeth had been listed as one of the most desirable places to live 

in an article printed in the Daily Telegraph. 

021/22 Any other urgent business  

No items 

Meeting ended at 9.30 pm 

 

Signed…………………………………… 

Chair of the meeting held 24 February 2022



 
 

 

Brancepeth Parish Council 

Minutes for the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 21 February 2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 

Brancepeth. 

Present Councillors: H Balshen (Chair), M Coffield (Vice Chair), P Davison, N Ellis and M Stephenson 

Also present: 

Councillor O Gunn (Durham County Council) and K Charlton (Clerk), S Morgan, L Ball, L Burdess 

023/22  Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Hobbs and G Smellie  

024/22 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

025/22 Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2022 were agreed as a correct record and signed by 

the Chair. 

026/22 Representations by Residents 

Members addressed the Parish Council on behalf of the Allotment Association who were aggrieved 

that the rent had increased from £20 per year to £25 for 2022-23.  This had been informally raised 

prior to meeting.  The Allotment Association felt that the rent did not reflect the size of the plots.  

The Parish Council were advised that there was a communal area that anyone in the village could 

access that Councillors were unaware of.  The Chair advised that the decision to increase the rent 

could not be overturned and offered to liaise with the Allotment Association to consider support 

that could be offered going forward. 

027/22 Recreation Ground 

Field Lease  

 The Vice Chair advised that the draft leases for the cricket field and the allotments had not 

yet been returned to the Parish Council’s legal representatives but that they would continue 

their efforts to bring this matter to a successful conclusion. 

  



 
Installation of Sports Equipment 

Councillor Stephenson confirmed that two goal posts had been manufactured and were 

ready to be installed. 

028/22 Allotments 

 Lease  

 The Vice Chair advised that the Parish Councils legal representatives had not been successful 

in receiving any response from the Landlord’s Solicitors, but would continue their efforts. 

 Tenancy Agreement 2022-23 

 The Chair advised that the Tenancy Agreements had been updated to reflect the terms and 

conditions as set out in the Lease and make reference to the ‘Head Landlord’.  It was 

resolved to adopt the Tenancy Agreement 2022-23 and issue to the Allotment Association. 

029/22 Road Safety/Speed Watch/Signage and other Speed Reducing Measures  

The Parish Council had received an email from Traffic Assets Team Leader M McIntosh which advised 

that the costs could be used from 2017(?) however since the Parish Council were hoping to apply for 

some funding from County Councillors, Councillor Gunn agreed to respond to request accurate 

estimates. 

030/22 Neighbourhood Plan  

Councillor Ellis presented a progress report advising that the sub-group had a list of four possible 

consultants, however there had been an issue with the funding as the deadline to apply was 31 

January 2022 with a timescale for the grant to be spent by 31 March 2022.  It was still unclear as to 

whether the funding would be extended. 

Councillor Davison had met with a representative from Sadberge Parish Council to discuss various 

green initiatives. 

The sub-group would continue to consult with key stakeholders. 

031/22 State of the Village 

Litterpicking  

Councillor Stephenson had arranged a litterpick for 12 March 2022 and posters would be put 

in the Village noticeboards. 

Street Signs 



 
The Chair confirmed that ‘The Village’ street sign needed replacing and the signs had not yet 

been cleaned.  The Clerk agreed to ask for the request to be resubmitted. 

Trees 

The Chair advised that he had conducted an initial assessment of the trees in the recreation 

field.  There were concerns regarding dead wood and damage to the wall.  The Parish 

Council resolved for the trees with safety concerns to be assessed by a tree surgeon. 

During the recent storm, a tree had been damaged to the left of the Castle gates.  The Clerk 

would establish the owner of the land and write to inform them. 

032/22 Queens Platinum Jubilee 

It was resolved that Councillor Stephenson would seek and provide costs for the next meeting, the 

Clerk would ask for permission from the landowner to plant and Councillor Ellis would continue to 

liaise with Brancepeth Community Association (BCA) regarding events within the village. 

033/22 Risk Assessment   

The Parish Council considered a risk assessment which had been created following the Internal Audit 

at the year ending 2021.  The Parish Council resolved to formally adopt the document and regularly 

review. 

034/22 Donations 

The Parish Council were awaiting further information from BCA and the item was therefore 

deferred.  The Chair and Clerk had arranged to meet with BCA to share the Grant Award Policy. 

035/22 County Council and other Council Committee Reports 

County Council Update  

Councillor Gunn provided information with regards to the County Council budget setting 

report for 2022-23. 

036/22 Financial  

 Statement at 31 January 202 

• The following payments were agreed by Members and cheques issued; 

CHQ NO ITEM       COST 

1316  LAND REGISTRY SEARCH FEE    8 

  

  



 
 Appointment of an Internal Auditor 

 The Clerk had consulted four Internal Auditors and costs and responses from four had been 

 circulated.  The Parish Council resolved to appoint Mr G Fletcher as Internal Auditor. 

037/22 Planning Applications  

The Parish Council had no comments to make on the following applications;  

• DM/22/00298/TPO – Fell & remove trees 1 - silver birch, 2 - apple blossom, 3 - conifer, 4 - 

conifer and 5 - lilac (blown down in Storm Malik) 

• DRC/22/00038 - Discharge of Condition no. 5 (Details of Materials) of planning permission 

DM/20/03262/FPA 

• DM/22/00268/TPO - Fell Scots Pine (T1) and replant with Acer 

038/22 Correspondence  

• The Clerk advised that an objector from neighbouring Brandon and Byshottles Parish Council 

had kept her informed with regards to ongoing dialogue with the Planning Authority with 

regards to Brancepeth Manor Farm Planning Application.  

039/22 Any other urgent business  

The Parish Council agreed to the creation of a sub-group to liaise with the Garden Club and consider 

Brancepeth in Bloom. 

Meeting ended at 9.30 pm 

 

Signed…………………………………… 

Chair of the meeting held 21 March 2022 

 



 
 

 

Brancepeth Parish Council 

Minutes for the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 21 March 2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 

Brancepeth. 

Present Councillors: H Balshen (Chair), M Coffield (Vice Chair), P Davison, N Ellis, T Hobbs and M 

Stephenson 

Also present: 

K Charlton (Clerk), R Jackson, S Morgan, L Burdess 

040/22  Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor G Smellie  

041/22 Declarations of interest 

Councillor Stephenson declared a prejudicial interest in item no. 6a as an allotment holder and 

would therefore take no part in the debate or decision. 

042/22 Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting held on 21 February 2022 were agreed as a correct record and signed by 

the Chair. 

043/22 Representations by Residents 

No representations by residents. 

044/22 Recreation Ground 

Field Lease  

 The Vice Chair confirmed that there was nothing further to report however the Parish 

Council’s legal representatives would continue to liaise with the Landlord’s solicitor to come 

to a positive resolution. 

  



 
Installation of Sports Equipment 

Councillor Stephenson confirmed that two goal posts had been installed and in addition to 

the final quote, the Parish Council resolved to pay for white paint. 

045/22 Allotments 

 Lease  

 The Vice Chair confirmed that there was nothing further to report however the Parish 

Council’s legal representatives would continue to liaise with the Landlord’s solicitor to come 

to a positive resolution. 

 Rent for 2023-24 

 The Parish Council agreed that although there were objections from the Allotment 

Association, the report supplied by the Clerk had confirmed that the cost was fair in 

comparison to other sites in the locality.  The Parish Council agreed that they would not 

increase the rent, but they would also not decrease it as there were ongoing costs 

associated with the new lease and maintenance costs that could not continue to be paid for 

out of reserves. 

 The Parish Council resolved to set the rent for 2023-24 at £25 pa. 

046/22 Road Safety/Speed Watch/Signage and other Speed Reducing Measures  

The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council had received a design for the speed reducing measures 

on Wolsingham Road and a site visit had been arranged for the following day with the Traffic Asset 

Team Leader from Durham County Council.  Councillor Gunn had alluded to herself and Councillor 

Tinsley potentially being able to cover the whole cost of the project from their Neighbourhood 

Budget, if the costs were similar to what had been quoted previously, however exact costs would 

need to be provided before the Parish Council could apply for the funding. 

The Chair confirmed that PCSO Gilroy had contacted him to replace the Speedwatch Equipment with 

something lighter and the Parish Council were waiting for volunteers to come forward and set up a 

group. 

047/22 Neighbourhood Plan  

Councillor Ellis gave a brief update and confirmed that the sub group were at the stage of consulting 

with key stakeholders in the village; The Golf Club, The Castle, Brancepeth Community Association, 

with regards to their role in the Neighbourhood Plan and the Parish Council needed to consider how 

they would consult with electors.   

 



 
The Vice Chair advised that following a couple of informal surveys, the group were considering how 

best to liaise with electors. 

The Vice Chair added that there was an option to designate the cricket field as an area of green 

space however no decision had been made by the Parish Council on whether to continue to lease 

the field beyond 2023 and therefore this could also be an opportunity to seek electors’ views. 

Councillor Ellis advised that there had been no update on whether funding would be provided as yet. 

048/22 State of the Village 

Litterpicking  

Councillor Stephenson advised that during the litterpick on 12 March 2022 volunteers had 

successfully collected 12 bags of rubbish.   Another would be arranged in May. 

Street Signs 

Councillor Tinsley had asked for the street signs to be cleaned and the Clerk had submitted a 

request via the do it online contact form.  The Clerk would submit a further request. 

Trees 

A quote for the removal of the two self-seeded trees that were causing some disruption to 

the field wall had been received at £400 plus VAT.  Councillor Hobbs advised that an Officer 

of the County Council had confirmed no objection to the removal of the trees due to their 

location and species.  Councillor Hobbs agreed to obtain a further quote if possible, as 

although this seemed like a fair price, they had no comparison. 

049/22 Queens Platinum Jubilee 

Councillor Ellis advised that he had met with Brancepeth Community Association who were 

arranging an event in June and had asked for a donation towards the cost of an ice cream van and 

magician.  The Parish Council agreed that they would be happy to provide £200 towards the cost of 

the event. 

Councillor Stephenson confirmed that he had received quotes for planting various English Species on 

the field and this was £200 for 3-3.5m plus £275 for planting and a plaque could be erected to mark 

the occasion.  We also discussed planting a smaller fruit tree which would be a more decorative 

addition to the cricket field. 

050/22 Brancepeth in Bloom 

The Chair advised that he had been negotiating with the Gardening Club with regards to planting on 

the A690 and potentially continuing the adopt a planter scheme. Mr Jackson gave a brief 



 
presentation on what could be achieved in the village.  The Parish Council agreed that this was a 

project that they would support, if further costs would be provided.  

051/22 Risk Assessment   

Nothing further to report. 

052/22 Updated Asset Register 

The Parish Council agreed to adopt the updated asset register. 

053/22 Donations 

The Parish Council had received an application from Brancepeth Community Association for a grant 

towards running costs for the Village Hall.  Due to their reliance on funding, BCA had asked for the 

grant to be agreed for the remaining term of office for the current Parish Council, which would be 

2024-25. 

After a proposal from the Vice Chair, which was seconded by Councillor Ellis, the Parish Council 

agreed to budget a donation of £3000 per year for the remainder of their term of office, on receipt 

of BCA end of year accounts for each financial year.  This payment would also be included in the 

budget for 2025-26, as despite this being the first financial year of a new term of office, current 

Councillors would be responsible for setting this budget.  in 2026-27 following receipt of a new 

application, the Parish Council would review. 

054/22 County Council and other Council Committee Reports 

Nothing to report. 

055/22Financial  

 Statement at 28 February 2022 

• The following payments were agreed by Members and cheques issued; 

CHQ NO ITEM       COST 

 

1319 CASTLE ESTATES (BRANCEPETH) LTD RENT JAN/MAR £562.40 

1320 ANGLIAN WATER - ALLOTMENTS £39.55 

1321 GARDEN VISION - BENCH  £384 

1321 GARDEN VISION - CHRISTMAS TREE INSTALL £120 

1322 CLERKS SALARY - JANUARY  £166.28 

1322 CLERKS ALLOWANCE - JANUARY £30 

  

056/22 Planning Applications  



 
The Parish Council had no comments to make on the following applications;  

• DM/22/00722/TCA  – Felling and Removal of 2 no. Trees  

• DM/22/00553/TCA – To Thin Cut Coppices, Birch, Oak, Ash and Beech Trees on Course by 

25% 

057/22 Correspondence  

The Clerk had circulated 3 no. letters from residents and responses regarding the Precept Increase. 

The Clerk advised that further representations had been submitted by the Parish Council with 

regards to planning Application DM/20/01084/FPA – Extension to Chalet Park and two residential 

dwelling houses (amended description) at Brancepeth Manor Farm.  However it had been approved 

on 8 March 2022. 

058/22Any other urgent business  

Councillor Ellis asked the Parish Council to investigate a suitable means to contact residents should 

there be any urgent messages. 

 

 

Meeting ended at 9.07 pm 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………… 

Chair of the meeting held on 25 April 2022 

 

 



 
 

 

Brancepeth Parish Council 

Minutes for the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 25 April 2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 

Brancepeth. 

Present Councillors: H Balshen (Chair), M Coffield (Vice Chair), P Davison, N Ellis and T Hobbs  

Also present: 

K Charlton (Clerk), M Jones (Resident) 

059/22  Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors G Smellie and M Stephenson 

060/22 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

061/22 Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting held on 21 March 2022 were agreed as a correct record and signed by 

the Chair subject to the amendment of minute no. 227/21 to £480 plus VAT and not £400 plus VAT 

as stated. 

062/22 Representations by Residents 

No representations by residents. 

063/22 Recreation Ground 

Field Lease  

 The Chair confirmed that he had received notification from the Parish Council’s legal 

representatives that the Landlord’s Solicitor had received instruction with regards to the 

lease. 

  



 
064/22 Allotments 

 Lease  

 The Chair confirmed that he had received notification from the Parish Council’s legal 

representatives that the Landlord’s Solicitor had received instruction with regards to the 

lease.   The Parish Council were advised that the rent had been cashed by the Landlord. 

 Procedural Matters  

 The Chair confirmed that under the Allotment Act 1950, Landlords were only able to end an 

allotment tenancy by giving 12 months’ notice to quit.  Following verbal legal advice from 

the Parish Councils Solicitor, the Chair advised that notice to quit was normally served at the 

same time as an annual tenancy agreement was issued to ensure tenancies legally ended 

after 12 months in order for a new tenancy could be issued.  Strong objections were raised 

with regard to the necessity of this course of action and the PC resolved to press for written 

legal advice which could be shared with tenants prior to any decision being made on the 

matter. 

065/22 Road Safety/Speed Watch/Signage and other speed Reducing Measures  

The Chair advised that a new sign would be installed on entry to the village on Wolsingham Road, 

along with a white gate and other road markings that were limited due to the width of the road.  

Costs had been received from the County Council and Councillor Gunn had confirmed that the total 

cost of the work which amounted to £1982.83, would be funded between both Councillor Gunn and 

Tinsley’s Neighbourhood Budget.  The Parish Council resolved to have the road safety features 

installed. 

066/22 Neighbourhood Plan  

Councillor Coffield advised that new funding guidance had been issued and it was likely that the 

Parish Council could apply for funding to instruct a consultancy firm to undertake an independent 

survey in the village to consider the views of electors with regards to the future of the field. 

The Chair requested that the farming community was considered as a key stakeholder in the village 

and Members also agreed that local businesses were consulted. 

067/22 State of the Village 

Litterpicking  

It was confirmed that a litterpick would be held on 14 May 2022. 

Members discussed the ongoing issues with regard to flytipping on Morley Lane and the 

Clerk confirmed that she would contact Durham County Council to raise this as a concern. 



 
Street Signs 

Nothing further to report.  The Clerk would submit a request direct to the Clean and Green 

Team Leader. 

Trees 

A further quote for the removal of the two self-seeded trees that were causing some 

disruption to the field wall had been received at £500 plus VAT.  Councillor Hobbs put 

forward a motion to accept this quote from a tree surgeon who was experienced and carried 

out much of the work within the village and for Heritage England.  The Parish Council 

resolved to accept the quote as the stumps would also be disposed of. 

068/22 Queens Platinum Jubilee 

With regards to the planting of a tree, M Jones queried the decision to plant this on the cricket field.  

The Parish Council agreed to investigate alternative locations. 

069/22 Brancepeth in Bloom 

A report was circulated which contained quotes for flower filled planters.  The Parish Council agreed 

that flower boxes were more desirable, more cost effective, and they resolved to investigate funding 

to cover the costs. 

070/22 Risk Assessment   

Risk Assessments had been circulated to all Councillors for comment prior to the meeting. 

071/22 Training  

The Parish Council resolved to fund CILCA and the Clerk agreed to consider undertaking this 

qualification. 

072/22 Donations 

No donations had been received but M Jones thanked the Parish Council on behalf of the 

Brancepeth Community Association for their ongoing support and donation of £3000. 

073/22 County Council and other Council Committee Reports 

Nothing to report. 

  



 
074/22 Financial  

 Statement at 31 March 2022 

• The following payments were agreed by Members and cheques issued; 

CHQ NO ITEM       COST 

 

1324 CLERKS SALARY - FEBRUARY  £228.36  

1324 CLERKS ALLOWANCE - FEBRUARY  £30.00  

1325 GOAL POSTS and INSTALLATION  £550.00  

1326 BCA - ROOM HIRE  £130.50  

1327 GOAL POSTS Paint  £ 23.49  

1328 Flags - Ukraine  £17.98  

1329 CASTLE ESTATES - ALLOTMENT RENT  £300.00  

1330 RENT - GOLF CLUB  £20.00  

BACS001 CLERKS SALARY - MARCH  £207.80  

BACS002 CLERKS ALLOWANCE MARCH  £30.00  

1332 HMRC - PAYE MARCH  £30.63  

1333 CLERKS EXPENSES - INK   £19.53  

CHARGE SAFE CUSTODY HOLD  £25.00  

CHARGE SAFE CUSTODY HOLD  £1.64  

 

075/22 Planning Applications  

There were no applications to determine 

078/22 Correspondence  

A letter had been received from an elector requesting the Parish Council to agree to reduce the 

budget for 2022-23 by £5000.  Having published a full breakdown of the expected expenditure, the 

Parish Council agreed that their decision to increase the Precept had been explained in full and that 

it would be improper to simply reduce the Precept, and with no suggestions from the elector on how 

this reduction could be achieved, they were unable to reduce the Precept however they would 

continue to consider ways to reduce expenditure. 

The Council had also received correspondence with concerns raised about the potential use of 

Brancepeth Manor Farm for residential purposes however the planning process had ended and the 

Parish Council were unable to assist any further with the matter.  The resident had also requested 

that road signs be relocated on the A690 to the boundary for Brancepeth as the signs were close to 

the entry of the village confusing delivery drivers.  The Clerk advised that a request had been raised 

with the County Council as this was not within the Parish Councils remit. 



 
  

Councillor Coffield had major concerns about the cost of the grass cutting and the Clerk confirmed 

that Durham County Council had agreed to cut the verges on the A690 and Wolsingham Road on a 

10 day cycle.  The contract with Garden Vision could be amended after one year as stated under the 

terms and conditions, therefore the Parish Council resolved to seek to amend the contract which 

would save approximately £2500 on grass cutting. 

079/22 Date and Time of next meeting  

The Parish Council agreed to hold the Annual Parish Assembly, Annual General Meeting and 

Ordinary Meeting on Wednesday 18 April 2022. 

 

 

Meeting ended at 9.47 pm 

 

 

Signed…………………………………… 

Chair of the meeting held 18 May 2022 

 

 


