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Brancepeth Parish Council 

Grant Awarding Policy 

1 Policy Statement 
 

Brancepeth Parish Council aims to improve the quality of life in Brancepeth through encouraging 

an active, healthy and safe community and attractive environment managed in a sustainable 

way.  As such we are committed to supporting and strengthening networks and community 

groups that help to make a positive difference to Brancepeth. 

2 Introduction 
 

The Parish Council is funded by the residents of Brancepeth and has funds available to assist 

community organisations located and working in Brancepeth for the benefit of the community.  

 

A grant is any payment made by the Parish Council to an organisation for a specific purpose 

that will benefit the Parish, or residents of the Parish, and which is not directly controlled or 

administered by the Parish Council. 

 

The Parish Council is legally able to make grants to the community under the General Power 

of Competence which permits Councils ‘to do anything individuals may do as long as they do 

not break other laws’. 

 

The Parish Council is also legally able to make grants to registered charities under Section 

137 of the Local Government Act 1972 which states that donations can be spent for the 

benefit of part or all of the community but not an individual, and that grants must be 

commensurate with the anticipated benefit, represent value for money and be fairly distributed. 

 

There is a further power to make grants to voluntary organisations providing recreational 

facilities under Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.  

 

The Parish Council makes provision for awarding grants within its annual budget. 

 

The Council’s financial support is provided by way of grants which are considered against 

criteria set by the Parish Council, and which may be amended from time to time.  

 

3 Policy and procedure 

3.1 At the discretion of the Council, grants are awarded to community organisations which 

demonstrate a clear need for financial support and must have a specific benefit to 

residents of Brancepeth and comply with the Council’s vision as below. 

3.2 The organisation applying for a grant must be ‘not for profit’ or charitable. Grants will not 

be made to individuals. 



 

 

3.3 Grants will not be made retrospectively. 

3.4 The Parish Council will expect to be informed of requests for grants exceeding £500 by 

30th September of the financial year prior to the funds being required in order that budget 

provision can be considered.  

3.5 Where an organisation requests a commitment of funds over a period of years an 

explanation of the reasons for medium term funding is required. The commitment to 

funding would not normally exceed four years. The Council may require a meeting with 

the applicant to explore what the organisation is applying for and trying to achieve. 

3.6 Organisations in receipt of a grant may be required to submit a report outlining how the 

money has been spent. 

3.7 The Parish Council must be credited in any publicity arising as a result of the award of a 

grant. 

4  Process 

4.1 The Grants budget will be set annually as part of the general budget setting process. 

4.2 Subject to funds being available, applications will be invited throughout the year. 

4.3 Applicants will be required to complete an application form and return it to the Parish 

Clerk. 

4.4 Applicants will need to:   

• provide details of their aims and purpose 

• provide details of project or activity 

• provide details of proportion/number of beneficiaries living in the electoral area  

• provide a copy of the last year end accounts and demonstrate a clear need for 

funding 

4.5 Organisations will be required to provide a copy of their constitution or identify the 

aims and objectives of their organisation. 

4.6 Applicants will be informed of the Council’s decision. 

 
5 The Parish Council will not fund the following:  

• Organisations that do not provide a service to the community in  Brancepeth 

• Individuals or appeals supporting an individual.  

• General appeals.  

• Statutory organisations or the direct replacement of statutory funding. 

• Political groups or activities promoting political beliefs.  

• Religious groups where funding is to be used to promote religious beliefs.  

• Arts & sports projects with no community or charitable element.  

• Medical research, equipment or treatment.  

• Animal welfare.  



 

 

6 Assessment Procedure  

6.1 Each year, when the budget is set, an amount will be allocated from which grants will be 

awarded during the following financial year.  This amount will be principally for grant requests 

that have already been received by the Parish Council in accordance with the application 

procedure, and which it envisages may be granted.  Any amount set aside within the budget in 

respect of applications received by the due date does not guarantee an award: a decision 

upon an award will remain for approval by the full Parish Council at the appropriate meeting. 

6.2 An additional amount may be reserved in the budget from which other grant requests (those 

received after 1st October) may be made.  A maximum of £100 only for such unplanned 

applications will be considered.  

6.3 Once the grant budget is exhausted, the Parish Council will only consider emergency requests 

for assistance. 

6.4 Each application will be assessed on its own merits, however to ensure as fair a distribution as 

possible, of available funds, the Parish Council will take into account the amount and 

frequency of any previous awards, and the geographical spread within the parish.  Due 

account may also be taken of the extent to which funding has been sought or secured from 

other sources, or fund-raising activities, or income. 

6.5 The Parish Council reserves the right to refuse any grant application which it considers to be 

inappropriate, or against the objectives of the Parish Council. 

6.6 All applicants will be contacted within two weeks of the Council’s decision. 

7 Conditions of funding 

7.1 A grant award must only be used for the purpose stated on the application unless the written 

approval of the Council has been obtained for a change in use of the grant monies prior to the 

work being commenced. 

7.2 Acknowledgement of the grant must be made in all publicity, notices, or other information  

7.3 Any requests by the Parish Council for information from the organisation should be complied 

with  

7.4 If the organisation is unable to use the money, or any part of it, for the purpose stated, then all 

monies, or unexpended part of such monies, must be returned to the Parish Council. 

 
8 The next step 

a. Complete the Grant Application Form which is attached to this policy 

b. Forward together with copies of your constitution / or information as shown on the form. 

  



 

 

        Brancepeth Parish Council 
 

Funding Application 

All applications for grants must be made by completing this application form and 

forwarded to the Parish Clerk. 

Either email to clerk@brancepeth-parish-council.org.uk or post to:- 

Kirsty Charlton,  Brancepeth Parish Council Clerk, 
23 Longhill Court,  Durham  DH7 8LN 
 
The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Monday of each month (except August and December) 

and your application must reach the Parish Clerk at least 10 days before a meeting in order 

that it can be placed on the agenda for the meeting. Applications received after this time 

will not be considered until the following month. 

Your Organisation 

Name of Organisation & 
Charity Commission Regn No 
(if applicable) 

 

 

Contact name & position  

 

Address  

 

 

Telephone  

Email  

Brief Description of the organisation & (approximate) no. of members 

 

Equal Opportunities: The organisation complies with equal opportunities statutory 
requirements.     Yes           No 

 

I confirm that the information I have given is, to the best of my knowledge, true and accurate. 

Name (Printed)       Signature  

 

Position in Organisation      Date 

 

mailto:clerk


 

 

 Your project 

What would you like to do?  

 

 

When will this take place?  

 

 

How long will it last?  

 

 

Where will this take place?  

 

 

Who will be involved?  

 

 

What is the total cost?  

 

 

How much are you seeking 
from the Parish Council? 

 

 

Please explain how your project will benefit the local community 

 

 

 

 

 

Please include any additional information with this application 

Constitution  Yes / No 



 

 

If a written constitution does not exist then please give details of the following:- 

1. Aims and Objectives of your organization 
 

 

 

2. Membership Criteria 
 

 

 

3. Officers / management 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equal Opportunities 

Brancepeth Parish Council operates an equal opportunities policy and as such will only give 
grants to organizations which comply with statutory requirements and do not discriminate on 
the grounds of race, gender, sexuality, disability, political belief, class, health, or employment 
status. 

 

 


