
 
 

 

Brancepeth Parish Council 

Minutes for the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 19 July 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Brancepeth. 

Present Councillors: M Coffield (Chair), N Ellis, T Hobbs, G Smellie 

Also present: 

K Charlton (Clerk) 

124/21  Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor H Balshen and M Stephenson 

125/21 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

126/21 Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting held on 28 June 2021 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the 

Chair. 

127/21 Representations by Residents 

None. 

128/21 Recreation Ground Field  

Field Lease 

The Chair advised that the original letter from the Landlord’s Solicitor had been received in 

June 2020, offering Brancepeth Parish Council a further lease and in March 2021 the Parish 

Council had begun to action.  Since the decision to extend the lease in April there had been 

no further contact from the Landlord’s Solicitor.  The Parish Council were concerned that the 

delay was delaying further discussions on what would happen at the end of the new lease.  

There remained uncashed rental cheques since the lease expired and some would be out of 

date.  The Parish Council resolved that the Clerk would seek legal advice and write to Mr 

Edkins again in August to offer to pay via bank transfer. 

  



 
Grass Cutting  

The Chair advised she had been informed that the County Council would maintain some of 

the grass verges that the Parish Council had been historically paying for, which could reduce 

grass cutting costs.  This would be at a reduced frequency.    The Parish Council resolved to 

make further enquiries with the County Council. 

129/21 Road Safety/Speedwatch/Signage and other speed reducing measures 

Members discussed the speed of vehicles entering the Village and the Parish Council agreed to 

consider the speed reducing measures that had been circulated to the previous Parish Council and a 

small group would request a meeting with DCC Traffic Assets.  The Clerk advised that the 

Speedwatch equipment may need to be reflected in the asset register.  The Clerk advised that the 

the road markings on the junction outside of the Village Hall had been reported to the Highways 

Authority, as they were in a poor state and a response had confirmed that they would be assessed. 

130/21 Street Lighting 

The Street Lighting Manager had confirmed that the works were yet to be complete due to inhability 

to access properties due to COVID-19 measures.  Clerk to ask again for expected completion date. 

131/21 Allotment Lease 

The Clerk advised that a further letter had been sent to the Landlord on 13 July acknowledging that 

the payment in February had not been deposited and to request the Landlord to confirm that he had 

instructed his Solicitor to draft a new lease agreement. 

132/21 Neighbourhood Plan   

The Parish Council resolved to consult with electors via the Newsletter, Parish Magazine and website 

to establish key priorities. 

133/21  Village Reports 

No reports were received. 

  



 
134/21 Financial 

Statement and Reports  

• The Clerk advised Members that the balance as of 2 July 2021 was £35380.27 

• The Clerk advised that expenditure to date was £4780.06 

• The following payments were agreed by Members and cheques issued; 

CHQ NO  ITEM  COST 

1290  CLERKS SALARY - D RIDER   50 

1290  

CLERKS EXPENSES - LAPTOP BATTERY 
- D RIDER  42.03 

1291  CDALC - Member Training  20 

1292  CLERKS EXPENSES - STATIONARY  20.99 

1292  CLERKS SALARY - JULY  133.64 

     
 

 
*cheque no. 1290 reissued as cheque no. 1281 had not been received. 
 
The Parish Council resolved to close the remaining Barclays account and the 
Clerk would ask that the remaining balance be transferred to Nat West 
account.  

  
135/21 Donations 

The Parish Council resolved to donate £50 to the Mayor of Durham’s chosen charity, supporting NHS 

Charities Together. 

136/21 Planning  

DM/21/02518/TPO – Fell 1 no. Scots Pine (T1) at Castle Lodge, The Village, Brancepeth.  No 

comments. 

137/21 Correspondence  

The Parish Council had received a letter from S Chapman with regards to the trees being used to pin 

event notices on which had been immediately resolved by the organiser. 

138/21 Any other business  

It had been brought the Parish Councils attention that the Parish Councils comments with regards to 

planning application DM/20/01084/FPA at Brancepeth Manor Farm had not been correctly displayed 

on the Council’s planning portal.  According to the minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2020, the 

Parish Council had not agreed with the comments and resolved to update them in order to reflect 

the views of the whole Parish Council.  It was resolved that the Parish Council would seek to update 

the objection to the Planning Authority prior to the application being determined, taking into 

consideration the previous Parish Councils comments. 



 
Councillor Smellie suggested consideration of recycling facilities such as Terracycle that 
were for items that were not recycled and would go to landfill.  Collection of the boxes were 
free.  There were also electrical equipment recycling stations, the nearest of which was at 
Neville’s Cross.  Given the proximity, it was agreed that the Parish Council could pass this 
information to residents. 

With regards to litter picking, Councillor Smellie advised that there was a group of 
volunteers that collected litter regularly and the Clerk agreed to contact the County Council 
to advise them of the ongoing problem. 

Meeting ended at 9.10 p.m 


