
 
 

 

Brancepeth Parish Council 

Minutes for the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 28 June 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, 

Brancepeth. 

Present Councillors: H Balshen, M Coffield, N Ellis, M Stephenson  

Also present: 

F Coffield (Member of the public/Friends of the Field), A Young (Member of the public), K Charlton 

(Clerk) 

107/21  Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Hobbs and G Smellie  

108/21 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

109/21 Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 May 2021 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the 

Chair. 

110/21 Representations by Residents 

Mrs A Young advised that there had been a number of incidents with regards to people riding 

motorcycles along the railway line.   

111/21 Recreation Ground Field  

Field Lease – The Chair advised that having contacted the Parish Councils Solicitor, he had 

received all correspondence relating to the field lease and a quote for costs for finalising the 

lease which were estimated at approximately £500 plus VAT and there would be an 

additional cost for disbursements which were estimated as negligible. 

Grass Cutting Tender – the Clerk advised that she had been informed by the previous Interim 

Clerk that the tender had been sent out to a number of companies and only one response 

had been received.  The Chair advised that having spoken to the landscaping company, it 

had been agreed that he would reduce the cost to reflect a reduction in cutting but would 

continue to cut it at the same intervals due to the difficulty of cutting longer grass. 



 
  



 
112/21 Road Safety/Speedwatch/Signage and other speed reducing measures 

Councillor Stephenson confirmed the location of the speedwatch equipment at the Village Hall and 

that there were restrictions which resulted in only being able to measure the speed one direction.  

Members discussed some of the various speed reducing measures which had been presented to the 

former Parish Council and it was resolved that Councillor Stephenson would investigate options and 

costs. 

113/21 Street Lighting 

There was no update with regards to the street lighting as the Officer that had been dealing with it 

had retired.  The Clerk advised that she had sought an update with the Street Lighting Manager. 

114/21 Village Hall 

 Safe Access – the Chair advised that the former Council had discussed creating a footpath through 

the area outside of the Village Hall but it had been deemed unaffordable to create something that 

was accessible and up to the current standards.  Members resolved to close the enquiry. 

Ownership – the Chair advised that the Parish Council were Trustees of the Village Hall and 

were not responsible for the management or building.  It was resolved that the building be 

added to the asset register with nil value. 

115/21 A690 Verge Improvements 

Nothing to report.  Members resolved to remove this item from the next agenda. 

116/21 Allotment Lease 

The Chair confirmed that the lease expired in April 2021 and a letter had been sent to the landlord 

on 8 June 2021 to ask for a new lease to be forwarded directly to the Parish Council.  The Parish 

Councils Solicitor had advised that the approximate cost of securing a new lease had been estimated 

at £350 plus VAT plus disbursements.  The Clerk would write to the landlord again. 

117/21 Neighbourhood Plan   

Councillor Ellis confirmed that the formal application process had begun with a map of the parish 

boundary sent to confirm the area the plan would cover.  This was to be agreed by the Council prior 

to the next step being taken.  

The Chair confirmed that a representative from the Council would come to a meeting and brief the 

Parish Council on the County Durham Plan. 

The Clerk advised that the area known as the Recreation Ground Field had been assessed under the 

Councils Strategic Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) and found it to be insufficient for 

development. 



 
118/21  Village Reports 

Mid Durham AAP had circulated a report with regards to operations as an AAP for 2021/22, to be 

circulated after the meeting. 

119/21 Financial 

Statement and Reports  

• The Clerk reported that the signatories had been updated to include herself and the Chair. 

The Clerk advised Members that the balance as of 54 June 2021 was £35828.27 

• The Clerk advised that expenditure to date was £4274.64 

• The following payments were agreed by Members and cheques issued; 

CHQ NO  ITEM  COST 

1287  

DONATION - BRANCEPETH 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
75 

1288  CLERKS EXPENSES - STATIONARY  2.35 

1288  CLERKS EXPENSES - STATIONARY  19.87 

1288  CLERKS SALARY MAY  131.24 

1289  CLERKS SALARY JUNE   205.36 
 

 

  

  
Financial Regulations Update  

Members agreed to amend the Financial Regulations to include an option for internet 

banking, as follows; 

6.1 All payments shall be effected by cheque, on-line bank transfer, or other order drawn on 

the Council's bankers. 

It was resolved to adopt the new updated version of the Financial Regulations. 

AGAR  

• The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had been having a full Audit at a cost despite 

being able to sign a declaration of exemption having income and expenditure below £25000. 

• The Internal Audit had been completed and contained some suggestions to improve Parish 

Council systems, most of which, the Clerk confirmed had been done. 

• The Clerk reported that VAT had not been claimed back by the Parish Council and this 

equated to over £3000 over the three-year period that claims were able to be submitted. 

• The Clerk advised that there were two accounts with Barclays, that contained minimal 

amounts and were unable to be accessed. 

 



 
The Parish Council agreed to certify themselves exempt from a limited assurance review 

under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the Chair 

signed the declaration. 

 

The Parish Council also agreed to the following, which were signed by the Chairman; 

• Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21 

• Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2020/21 

The Clerk advised that all documents circulated would be published online as per the Local 

Government Transparency Code. 

120/21 Planning  

DM/21/01792/FPA – Creation of agricultural access track at Littlewhite Farm Brancepeth Durham 

DH7 8DR.  No comments. 

121/21 Correspondence  

The Parish Council noted a letter from Councillor T Hobbs as a representative of Brancepeth Castle, 

which provided details of the Traffic Management Plan which had been put in place for the craft fair 

in July 2021. 

122/21 Dates and Times of Ordinary Meetings 2021/22 

The Parish Council resolved to reduce meetings to bimonthly with extraordinary meetings as and 

when required.  The following meeting dates were agreed; 

• 19 July 2021 

• 20 September 2021 

• 15 November 2021 

• 17 January 2021 

123/21 Any other business   

• Members resolved to adopt the Councils updated Code of Conduct 2021. 

The Parish Council expressed their best wishes to Councillor Hobbs and Mrs Hobbs on the recent 

birth of their baby. 

Meeting ended at 9.21 pm. 


