
Brancepeth Parish Council  

Minutes Monday 8th June 2020 

 

 

 Present Councillors D Armstrong (Chair), J Brown, C Jones, 

   J Dalton, I Stoker, S Chapman 

Apologies M Lowe, G Smith (Clerk) 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic this was a virtual meeting with Zoom, within 
the new guidelines, conducted via email. 

63/20  Apologies Councillor M Lowe & G Smith (Clerk). 

64/20  Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 11th May 2020 were 
accepted without amendment. 

65/20  Councillors were pleased to hear that the field gate had been 
repaired and that the rotten grass bails had been removed. The cutting 
maintenance contract was discussed and while there was some doubt that all 
identified areas were being cut (some are done by residents) we will monitor 
the next cycle of the contract and take issue if need be based on facts. (Action, 
GS to notify the PC when the next cutting is scheduled or just completed). This 
also raised the prospect of adjusting the contract when it is re-let next year. 
We should have it on our agenda for the Autumn (Action, GS to place the 
cutting contract on the PC agenda for the October meeting) 
 
66/20  The strategy for the field was re-aired. There has been no 
response to the solicitors’ letter and rental cheques remain unpresented. After 
discussion members were satisfied that we are still following an appropriate 
strategy and no changes were proposed. 
 
67/20  Residents have noticed activity in the village associated with 
street lighting. There has been no communication from DCC but it looks like 
things are moving. (Action, DA to obtain and circulate an update from DCC) 
 
68/20  Councillor Brown updated the PC regarding potential 
improvements for the safe access from The Village to the Village Hall. It is 
proposed that a pathway be put in and Councillor Brown is refining the route, 



clarifying the issues, negotiating with the BCA (as it will cross their land) and 
obtaining estimates for the work. The PC will be kept updated of progress. 
 
69/20  Our previous thoughts on where a new notice board could be 
located have been overturned when we were informed that the land by the 
post box is leased by a resident – who doesn’t want it to be there. After some 
discussion Councillor Chapman undertook to arrange a site meeting to home in 
on a suitable location. This will then allow completion of an application for a 
grant and other preparatory activities. Councillors were split on which style of 
board to procure; Councillor Chapman is checking with a local company 
regarding getting a wooden board made more economically than the quotes so 
far. 
 
70/20  Members Reports. Councillor Armstrong notified his intent to 
continue as chair for the extended duration but to resign from the chair and 
step out of the BPC at the next AGM. (Action, GS to include discussion of a 
replacement chair at a meeting prior to the AGM – suggest the January 
meeting agenda) 
 
71/20  Councillor Armstrong resurrected the state of the retaining wall 
near the Durham bound bus stop and undertook to raise it with DCC. Similarly, 
the bulging field wall near the gateway which will be down to BPC to resolve. 
(Action, DA to log the bus stop wall on the DCC helpline and take up resolution 
of the field wall) 
 
72/20  Financial matters. This month’s payment cheques have been 
signed and returned to the clerk. Members were curious to the current status 
of funds in our account, bearing in mind the unpresented field cheques and the 
range of activities we are pursuing that will run our funds down. (Action, GS to 
notify to the next meeting the status of our accounts) 
 
73/20  The meeting closed at 21:30. 
 
74/20  Date of next meeting Monday 13th July 2020. 


